SYLLABUS

Native American Flute—MUS 694  





Being proposed as Music 749

Instructor: 
Professor James Akins

School of Music, 217, Hughes Hall, 1899 College Road

akins.8@osu.edu  

Class information: Class meets three times per week for 48 minutes each session. Time TBA.

Class is open to undergraduate and graduate level.  Credit is variable from 3 to 5 hours.  Student must purchase a Native Flute kit, available through the instructor. This may be accomplished at the 1st class meeting. Approximate kit price is $45 depending on materials chosen.  Printed materials will be mostly in the form of handouts, but there will be a recommended reading list. Books on reserve in the Music/Dance Library

This course will involve three main components.  The first will be making a native flute from two levels of basic kits.  The first kit is targeted toward one with no woodworking experience.  The second kit will allow one with woodworking skills more freedom in the creation of an instrument.  A general understanding of woodworking is a plus, but not necessary.  Kits will be available through the instructor and are required to complete this course. Note that the instructor does not make the kits, nor is there any financial gain for the instructor in the sales of the kits.  The second component will be a historical study of the Native American Flute.  Tribal variances and styles, history of the instrument, as well as playing characteristics of various current and past performers will be explored.  Many listening examples will be employed to gain understanding for the third component, which will be learning to play the Native American Flute.  Musical background is NOT a necessity.  Music will be available in standard notation and fingering tablature for those unable to read music.  This instrument is traditionally taught without the use of printed music. 

Recommended Reading:  “ Flute Magic: An Introduction to the Native American Flute”, by Tim Crawford with Kathleen Joyce-Grendahl ($24.95),  “ The Art of the Native American Flute”, by R. Carlos Nakai and James DeMars ($19.95)

Grading Policies:  Attendance is required. Un-excused absences will result in a drop in grade. Completion of all assignments on time are expected, with the exception of the woodworking portion of the class. This could be due to long wait times for some tools or specific unforeseen problems with wood related troubles, such as wood splits, knots, etc. In this case, extra time will be allowed. No one will be required to use any tool they are not comfortable with. Use of certain power tools and burning equipment will be optional in this case. A first aid kit will be available in the class. Safety goggles, when appropriate, and exhaust fans will be used.

There will be a final exam for this class, based on construction skills, history and a ‘mild’ playing exam to test understanding of basic playing concepts and styles, not ‘artistic’ value of performance.  Graduate level will include an extra paper, assigned at the beginning of the historical section.

These basic grading criteria supplement mid-term and finals.

A= Attendance, successful completion of a playable, well tuned Native 

American Flute.  A well written paper relevant to the design and 

markings chosen by the student. Improvement and understanding 

woodworking skills.

B= Up to 2 missed classes, missing deadlines for papers and flute 

completion, but completed successfully.

C= Up to 3 missed classes, incomplete flute, due to extenuating 

circumstances, average papers.

D= Up to 4 missed classes, poor attempts to complete work.

E= 4 or more missed classes. no attempt to complete work, poorly 

written, or missed assignments.

Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to Investigate or establish procedures for the Investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; Illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices In connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all Instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional Information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/Info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should Inform the Instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services Is located In 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292.3307, TDD 292.0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu
WEEKLY OUTLINE

Week 1


Introduce the Native American flute. Describe its’ various parts, and their function.


Take orders for flute kits, depending on woodworking skills shown on scrap materials.

Week 2 


Begin roughing-in flute kits. Show by example details of tuning the flute by hole 


placement and size. Approach finishing kits. Begin final completion of finishing kits.

Week 3

Finish kits. Short test on flute parts and function. Begin history of the flute, and related Native American historical information. Begin basic playing information. Discuss and assign topics for graduate level papers. Relay due dates for papers, which will be last class of week 8.

Week 4


Continue historical section, and introduce recorded playing examples.

Week 5


Continue and complete historical section. Review test information. Continue use of CD’s.

Week 6

Begin week with test covering NAF history. Shift class focus to playing techniques. Begin ‘play along’ sessions with students.

Week 7

Continue playing techniques, and begin class ‘performances’.  These performances will count as the test for the playing and performance section of this course. 

Week 8 

Continue class participation; collect graduate papers assigned in week 3. Discuss web-related information, including INAFA site. (International Native American Flute Association.)

Week 9

Hold an informal performance featuring enrolled students. Location is TBA, but Unions, Wexner center lobby, etc.. Will be explored. Begin Final exam review.

Week 10

Wrap up class with review for final, and finish listening examples. Discuss graduate papers and relay grades. Discuss in class paper topics and information.

Week 11


Final exam

